
   

FLOWCHART FOR TAX STATUS OF A DEPENDENT CHILD OF AN ELIGIBLE EMPLOYEE  
A child is your dependent within the meaning of Code Section 152 for these purposes if the child is your Qualifying Child 
(Chart A) or your Qualifying Relative (Chart B). 
 

CHART A – QUALIFYING CHILD  

START HERE 

Is the child your son, daughter, stepson, stepdaughter, legally adopted child, a 
child placed with you for adoption, or an eligible foster child?1 

NO 

The child is not your Qualifying Child.  
(Please see Chart B to determine if the child is 
a Qualifying Relative.) 

YES 
       

Will the child be less 
than 19 years old at 
the end of the 
calendar year? 

NO 

Is the child a student who will 
be less than 24 years old at the 
end of the calendar year?2 

 
 

NO 

Is the child 
permanently 
and totally 
disabled?3 

 
 

NO 

The child is not your Qualifying 
Child.  (Please see Chart B to 
determine if the child is a 
Qualifying Relative.) 

YES  YES  YES    

Does the child share the same 
principal place of abode as 
you for more than ½ of the 
taxable year (excluding 
temporary absences such as 
attending school)? 

 
 

NO 

Are you and the child’s other parent: 
(i) divorced or legally separated under a decree 
of divorce or separate maintenance,  
(ii) separated under a written separation 
agreement, or  
(iii) living apart at all times during last six 
months of the calendar year? 

 
 

NO 

The child is not your Qualifying 
Child.  (Please see Chart B to 
determine if the child is a 
Qualifying Relative.) 

 YES    YES    

Does the child receive over ½ of his/her support 
from you and/or the other parent? YES 

Is the child in the custody of 
you and/or the other parent for 
more than ½ of the calendar 
year? 

 
The child is not your Qualifying 
Child.  (Please see Chart B to 
determine if the child is a 
Qualifying Relative.) 

YES 
NO  NO   

Does the child provide more than ½ of his/her own support for 
the year? 

YES The child is not your Qualifying Child.  
(Please note that the child will not be a 
Qualifying Relative either.) 

NO       

Is the child a citizen, national 
or resident of the U.S. or a 
resident of Canada or 
Mexico? 

NO 

Is the child an adopted child who shares your 
principal place of abode and is a member of 
your household and you are a U.S. citizen or 
national? 

NO 

The child is not your 
Qualifying Child.  (Please 
note that the child will not be 
a Qualifying Relative either.) 

  YES             YES     

Is it possible that anyone (other than your 
spouse or former spouse) could also claim the 
child as their dependent as well as you? 

YES Are you the child’s parent and 
the other person is not? 

YES The child is your Qualifying 
Child.  (See below.) 

  NO                                                      NO    

The child is your Qualifying 
Child. 

 
Is neither you nor the other person the child’s 
parent and do you have a higher adjusted gross 
income than the other person? 

YES The child is your Qualifying 
Child.  (See below.) 

   NO  
  

  
Did you answer “YES” to all of the shaded boxes above? YES The child is your Qualifying 

Child.  (See below.) 

  NO    

  
Are both you and the other person the child’s parents and did the 
child reside longer with you than the other parent during the 
calendar year? 

YES The child is your Qualifying 
Child.  (See below.) 

  NO    

  
Are both you and the other person the child’s parents, did the 
child reside equally long with each of you and do you have a 
higher adjusted gross income than the other person? 

YES The child is your Qualifying 
Child.  (See below.) 

  NO    

  
The child is not your Qualifying Child. 
(Please see Chart B below to determine if the child is a 
Qualifying Relative.) 

   

� If the child is your Qualifying Child, then you should put a check in the box next to "Yes” on the Declaration of Tax Status form. 
� If the child is your qualifying Relative, then you should put a check in the box next to "Yes” on the Declaration of Tax Status form. 



   

 
 

CHART B – QUALIFYING RELATIVE  

START HERE 

Is this person your unmarried son, daughter, stepson, 
stepdaughter, legally adopted child, child placed for adoption or 
eligible foster child?1 

 
 

NO 

The child is not your Qualifying Relative. 

 YES 
  

Is the child a member of your household who shares your 
principal place of abode?  (Note that the child is not a member 
of your household if your relationship with the child violates 
local law.) 

 

NO 
The child is not your Qualifying Relative. 

 YES 
  

Will you provide over ½ of the child’s support for the calendar 
year? 

NO The child is not your Qualifying Relative. 

 YES 
  

Is the child a Qualifying Child of you or any other taxpayer? YES The child is not your Qualifying Relative. 

 NO 
  

Is the child a citizen, national or resident of the U.S. or a 
resident of Canada or Mexico OR is the child an adopted child 
and you are a U.S. citizen or national? 

 
NO The child is not your Qualifying Relative. 

 YES 
  

The child is your Qualifying Relative. 
  

 
 
 
� If the child is neither your qualifying Child, nor your Qualifying Relative, then you should put a check in the 

box next to "No” on the Declaration of Tax Status form. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
1 An “eligible foster child” is a child placed with you by an authorized placement agency or by judgment, decree or other order of a 
court of competent jurisdiction. 
2 The child must be a full-time student, within the regulations of the school, no less than 5 months during the calendar year.  The 
school must be an accredited school described in Code Section 170(b)(1)(A)(ii). 
3 “Permanently and totally disabled” means the child is unable to engage in substantial gainful activity due to a medically 
determinable physical or mental impairment which can be expected to result in death or to last (or has lasted) longer than 12 months. 

 


